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Andrew Rule : Kerry Stokes: The Boy from Nowhere  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would 
be worth my time, and all praised Kerry Stokes: The Boy from Nowhere: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great Australian, Great BookBy brandonThis is an uplifting book. It 
is about an extraordinary and gifted but humble Australian. It is well written by an excellent journalist who left no 
stone unturned . What he turned up was an amazing story of rags to riches by a single minded and flawed but 
compassionate man who though he is bent on making money has done so not to keep it but to nurture it wisely He has 
never forgotten his roots or his values. This is a rattling good read and the subject of the book could be the real role 
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model for the dinkum Aussie.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. ... first half of his story outlined Kerrys 
struggle to better his life against all social and human adversities that ...By Vern PresserThe first half of his story 
outlined Kerrys struggle to better his life against all social and human adversities that was his lot.By allowing big 
business ventures to rule his life Kerry was no husband/father to his family. This does not reflect well on his 
characterThe last half is more of an inventory of how Kerry's investments took his time . He certainly was a good 
businessman and made wise decisions and was generous in helping those in genuine need that responded to his help.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. An amazing and inspirational story of a man who started out ...By 
Dianne SimpsonAn amazing and inspirational story of a man who started out in life with everything against him but 
who achieved ultimate success. He has remained 'a quiet achiever' and has given so much back without seeking 
publicity.

The compelling and inspirational story of the rags to riches life of Kerry Stokes, a remarkable Australian. Kerry Stokes 
is a remarkable Australian. Not because he is one of Australia's wealthiest and most powerful people, but because of 
what he overcame to get there and because he has endured when others didn't. His success and his rise have intrigued 
the business world for decades but there is so much more to him than multi-million dollar deals or mergers. Behind the 
laconic front is a human story as tough and touching as a Dickens tale: Oliver twist with great self-expectations. It is 
the story of a poor boy who stared down poverty, ignorance and the stigma of his illegitimate birth to achieve great 
wealth and fulfilment. He's a backstreets battler who has become a power player. It's a compelling and inspiring story 
that, until now, he has not told. Now he oversees a multi-billion dollar media, machinery and property empire. He is 
renowned for his art collection and for philanthropy, spending millions of dollars to buy - among other things - 
Victoria Crosses from soldiers' families to donate to the Australian War Memorial. But he's a private man. A man 
apart. He made his name in the West but kept his distance from the buccaneering band of entrepreneurs who forged 
fabulous fortunes in Perth from the 1960s until the 1987 crash. Bond went to jail, Holmes a Court died; Connell did 
both. Lesser lights flickered and faded but Stokes grew stronger, becoming a player alongside Murdoch, Packer and 
Lowy. His story fascinates all the more because he has spent most of his life guarding it. But now he's telling it, to one 
of Australia's great storytellers. He is the boy who came from nothing, who had nothing to lose. And now he has 
everything. It's a great Australian journey. ' ...possibly the greatest rags-to-riches story in our history ... journalist 
Andrew Rule has done an enviable job of capturing the essence of this fascinating man, from his Dickensian early life 
in the slums of Carlton to his relentless deal-making in the west and beyond ... the book is outstanding...' the 
Australian '... my pick is Andrew Rule's Kerry Stokes: the Boy from Nowhere. I was vaguely aware the Perth 
billionaire's story was one of rags to riches, but I didn't realise just how ragged were his early days. His achievement is 
inspirational.' Stephen Romei, the Australian 
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