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Karen Brock : Knowing Poverty: Critical Reflections on Participatory Research and Policy before purchasing it
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Knowing Poverty: Critical Reflections on
Participatory Research and Policy:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. BooksBy harvey duke barrGood book foe my degree program
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The use of participatory research techniques to provide policy-makers with information about poor people's
perspectives on poverty became increasingly common in the 1990s. This book focuses on the use of participatory
research in poverty reduction policies, and presents a series of participants' reflections on recent and ongoing
processes. The 1990s witnessed a shift in the application of participatory methodologies, adding to the project
planning approaches of the 1980s a new focus on participatory research for policy. Much of this centres on poverty
issues. In this volume, contributions from researchers and practitioners in the field of poverty reduction examine how
participatory research has affected the way poverty is understood, and how these understandings have been acted onin
policy-making for poverty reduction. Coming from diverse backgrounds, the authors' critical reflections feature
various aspects of the relationship between participation and policy, spanning different levels, from the individual
researcher to the global institution. They address technical, ethical, operational, political and methodological problems.
Through raising their concerns, they highlight lessons to be learnt from current practice, and challenges for the future.
These include the balancing of knowledge, action and consciousness in participatory research processes which can
effectively influence the development of policy that reflects and responds to the needs and priorities of poor people.



