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Clay Shirky : Little Rice: Smartphones, Xiaomi, and the Chinese Dream  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Little Rice: Smartphones, Xiaomi, and the Chinese Dream: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Knowledgeable Update of Mobile and Internet in China 2015By 
Rikard LindeClay Shirky's writings are easy to read about very complex topics. "Little Rice" is a quick update on 
Chinese politics, markets and their relation to Smartphones and the Internet.I didn't know anything about this topic 
yesterday and now, after finishing the book, I have a number of openings, both an overview of what China is like and 
resources to find out more. Thanks Clay!1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. maybe you will go for 
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cheaper but great phone. the key is the softwareBy WILLIAM STILWELLread this and you will get a new perspective 
on smartphones. maybe you will go for cheaper but great phone. the key is the software, not the hardware1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Shirky Nails It AgainBy Charles H. WarnerClay Shirky continues his 
knowledgeable analysis of the disruptive cultural changes caused by the Internet. No one writes about the Internet with 
more clarity and depth.

Almost unknown to the rest of the globe, Xiaomi has become the world's third-largest mobile phone manufacturer. Its 
high-end phones are tailored to Chinese and emerging markets, where it outsells even Samsung. Since the 1990s China 
has been climbing up the ladder of quality, from doing knockoffs to designing its own high-end goods.Xiaomi mdash; 
its name literally means "little rice" mdash; is landing squarely in this shift in China's economy. But the remarkable 
rise of Xiaomi from startup to colossus is more than a business story, because mobile phones are special. The common 
desiderata of the global population, mobile phones offer the kind of freedom and connectedness that autocratic 
countries are terrified of. China's fortune and future clearly lie with "opening up" to the global market, requiring it to 
allow local entrepreneurs to experiment.Clay Shirky, one of the most influential and original thinkers on how 
technological innovation affects social change around the world, now turns his attention to the most populous country 
of them all. The case of Xiaomi exemplifies the balancing act that China has to perfect to navigate between cheap 
copies and innovation, between the demands of local and global markets, and between freedom and control.

Fareed Zakaria's Book of the Week pick on his CNN show, GPS"A perfect primer for anyone looking to do business 
in China."--Fortune"I will read anything Clay writes, but when he's writing about the intersection of Chinese 
manufacturing and the Western Internet, man, is that ever in my zone."--Cory Doctorow, Boing Boing"Shirky 
accomplishes more in 128 pages than most books would in 1,000. LITTLE RICE is a company profile, industry 
narrative, country history lesson, political dissection (sometimes bordering on polemic), a review of the current state 
of globalization, and discussion of its future."-- 800CEOReads"Although the authorrsquo;s technical competence is 
evident throughout this interesting book, his ideas are expressed in simple, clear language that should appeal to anyone 
with an interest in China, and not just those with a special interest in technology." —Lanxin Xiang, Survival: Global 
Politics and Strategy"A compact, accessible, and intelligently delivered update on China's evolving economic and 
political front via one particularly accomplished electronics venture."--Kirkus s"Shirky investigates the rise of the 
Xiaomi start-up culture...Recommended for those who enjoy reading about how mobile technology works and 
particularly in exploring its impact on global business."--Library Journal 


