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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Many Globalizations:
Cultural Diversity in the Contemporary World:

17 of 26 people found the following review helpful. Unbiased and sometimes informative bookBy BrandonFirst the
good: This book is an unbiased account of Globalization and it's effect in several different countries. Each sectionis
written by a different Graduate student from that area of the world. Each account gives afirst hand look at how the
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people of that coutnry view globalization through the eyes of one of it's members.Second, the Bad:As stated earlier
these are grad students writing these passages so it's hit and mis with these articles. For instance the One on Chinal
found to be very informative and well written while the one on Indiawas poorly written and read more like a
promotion for the writers religion. This book is definately worth the time because it doesn't say Globalization is good
or evil, it just gives unbiased information. Just take some of the passages as what they are, graduate study level workO
of 6 people found the following review helpful. Book recievedBy DinoBook arrived in the condition listed, bargain
price, and speedy arrival and response. | would highly recommend this company!80 of 84 people found the following
review helpful. The jokeis on your conception of globalizationBy Wayne C. Lusvardilmagine afield report from ten
countries of the many ways that globalization is occurring, one of which explains globalization in Hungary in the form
of the following common joke, as would the average person in the street: "...I feel sorry for the enthusiasts of
globalization too, especially since | have been told the following joke in Budapest, which ridicules the time/space
compression, afavorite concept of globalization theorists. It goes like this: How much time would Hungarians need
not to stop littering? The answer is, seven centuries and one second. In the first five centuries we get rid of the Turks,
the Habsburgs, and the Russians, who - asiswell known - mercilessly forced usto litter. Then about one century is
absolutely necessary to define the notion of "Hungarian rubbish" and another one to copy and then to approve the
current German law prohibiting littering. And what about that additional second? Ah, that we need to learn how to
cheat the new law" (from Janos Kovacs, "Riva Temptations and Passive Resistance," chapter 6:173). Not al the
articlesin this compilation contain such amusing and illuminating insights as the above excerpt. Nonetheless, thisisa
treasure trove of papers that avoids the superficiality of the pop studies on globalization one hand ("Belly of the
Beast," "McWorld"); and on the other hand mostly avoids the overly academic studies that |ose the reader in a number
of word abstractions ("'time/space compression”). As one author, Janos Kovacs, wryly points out, economists may
count the growing number of baseball batsin Hungary and incorrectly conclude that mass consumer sports are pushing
out traditional sports and even religion in the Third World. The supply and demand calculus of the economist would
miss the cultural fact that baseball bats in Hungary are replacing knives and guns for street fighting and protection.
The book isthe product of athree-year study that was initially framed in a"challenge-response” thesis of
globalization, which ended up failing to reflect the reality of the phenomenon, much like rejecting anull hypothesisin
science. As editor Peter Berger putsit: "the goal of every scholarly enterpriseis to blow someone's theory out of the
water. In thisinstance that someone was me." The field accounts from political scientist Arturo Talavera on Chile, and
Janos Kovacs on Hungary are worth the price of the book alone. Ann Bernstein's piece on globalization in South
Africareads a bit like a national chamber of commerce "promao" that glosses over the very tragic underside of
globalization that is occurring in that country. The book punctures the stereotypes of globalization on either side of the
political or ideological spectrum. That Latin American women gain most under the influence of evangelical Protestant
Christianity runs counter to the notion in Americathat woman suffer most under the influence of conservative religion.
That Coca Cola often serves disaster victims in developing countries faster and better than U.N. aid programsis aso
likely to be a mind buster. But no matter what world-view (modern or traditional) that one might be seeking to affirm
by reading this book, it is more likely than not that it will be disconfirmed (as even the editors preconceptions were not
confirmed). As sociologists David Hunter and Joshua Y ates aptly state in their concluding paper, the complexity and
reality of globalization islikely to "burst the mental bubble," or cognitive map, of members of opposing organizations
active in globalizing countries, such as Campus Crusade and Opus Dei on one side, or Planned Parenthood and
Greenpeace on the other.One minor criticism was the failure of the book to include Peter Berger's seminal article "The
Four Faces of Global Culture" that formed the skeletal framework of the study. | would have also liked to see more
emphasis on how globalization, especially immigration, is changing the West as much as the developing world. Highly
recommended.

Much discussed but poorly understood, globalization is at once praised as the answer to al the world's problems and
blamed for everything from pollution to poverty. Here Berger and Huntington bring together an array of experts who
paint a subtle and richly shaded portrait, showing both the power and the unexpected consequences of this great

force. The stereotypes of globalization--characterized as American imperialism on the one hand, and as an economic
panacea on the other--fall apart under close scrutiny. Surveying globalization from individual countries of the five
major continents, Many Globalizations shows that an emerging global culture doesindeed exist. While globalization is
American in origin and content, the authors point out that it is far from a centrally directed force like classic
imperialism. They examine the currents that carry this culture, from aworldwide class of young professionalsto non-
governmental organizations, and define globalization's many variations as well as sub-globalizations that bind regions
together.Analytical, incisive and stimulating, Many Globalizations offers rare insight into perhaps the central issue of
modern times, one that is changing the West as much as the devel oping world."Provocative.... Taken together, the
trenchant, well-written essays included in this collection provide indisputable evidence that an identifiable global
culture isindeed emerging."--World Policy Journal"Analytical and penetrating, belongs...on the desks of anyone with
an abiding interest in the forces shaping the world."--Publishers Weekly



"Provocative.... Taken together, the trenchant, well-written essays included in this collection provide indisputable
evidence that an identifiable global culture isindeed emerging."--World Policy Journal"Analytical and penetrating,
this text belongs in classrooms as well as on the desks of anyone with an abiding interest in the forces shaping the
world."--Publishers Weekly"A fascinating series of accounts, country by country, of how, as the world is thought to be
getting ever smaller under the force of globalization, individual cultures are both responding to it and at the same time
finding the means to sustain themselves. Nor could there be any better guides to this subject than the co-editors of this
volume, Peter Berger and Samuel Huntington, whose insights into the play of culture both in the world and local
affairs have been nothing short of germinal."--Midge Decter"Finally avolume that gives the cultural side of
globalization the analytic clarity it deserves. Thisrich collection of studies of local transformationsin an era of global
change reveals that cultural globalization isfar more interesting and diverse than we thought. Highly readable,
unfailingly rich in detail and stunning in itsinsights, Many Globalizations is alandmark in the study of public culture
on aglobal scale."--Mark Juergensmeyer, Director of Global and International Studies at UC Santa BarbaraAbout the
AuthorPeter L. Berger is University Professor of Sociology and Theology at Boston University, and Director of the
Institute for the Study of Economic Culture. Samuel P. Huntington is Albert J. Weatherhead 111 University Professor at
Harvard University and Chairman of the Harvard Academy for International and Area Studiesin the Weatherhead
Center for International Affairs. Heisthe author of The Clash of Civilizations and the Making of World Order and co-
editor of Culture Matters: How Vaues Shape Human Progress.



