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Equality of opportunity is about leveling the playing field so that circumstances such as gender, ethnicity, place of 
birth, or family background do not influence a personrsquo;s life chances. Success in life should depend on 
peoplersquo;s choices, effort and talents, not to their circumstances at birth. Measuring Inequality of Opportunities in 
Latin America and the Caribbean introduces new methods for measuring inequality of opportunities and makes an 
assessment of its evolution in Latin America over a decade.An innovative Human Opportunity Index and other 
parametric and non-parametric techniques are presented for quantifying inequality based on circumstances exogenous 
to individual efforts. These methods are applied to gauge inequality of opportunities in access to basic services for 
children, learning achievement for youth, and income and consumption for adults. 

This is a superb report. It is the most thorough empirical application of the equal-opportunity approach. I hope it 
becomes a landmark that will encourage similar studies for other parts of the world. --John Roemer, Yale 
UniversityThis is a very rich and impressive report, both in terms of its analytical content and the importance of the 
issues tackled. This is one of the first studies of this kind I have seen, and similar studies are crying out to be done for 
other, poorer regions in the world. --Pranab Bardhan, University of California, Berkeley"This publication is a new step 
forward in the conceptualization of equity and development in Latin America and the Caribbean. For people workinng 
on the foundations and measurement of alternative theories of justice, and those engaged in designing better policy, 
this work will become a fundamental reference." --Luis Felipe Loacute;pez Calva, Regional Office for Latin America 
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