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Robert J Bonk : Medical Writingin Drug Development: A Practical Guide for Pharmaceutical Research before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Medical Writing in Drug
Development: A Practical Guide for Pharmaceutical Research:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Basic but UsefulBy Stefan SchuberThis book is a bit dated,
especialy if onefollows FDA guidance documents, but it offers several advantages, including clear writing and

logical organization. It might benefit from an update that includes current thinking by the International Conference on
Harmonization, but these documents are readily available on-line. For relative novices thiswill be a good resource, but
more experienced medical writers may find it atad basic.41 of 42 people found the following review helpful. Not a


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00HNQ6CQA

practical guide, more a manifesto !By A CustomerDr. Bonk is a seasoned professional who has worked at all levels of
his craft, including the highest. This book is entitled "a practical guide for pharmaceutical research”, and specifically
concentrates on the output of documents from the pharmaceutical industry (regulatory documents and manuscripts, as
well as, to alesser extent, audio-visual preparations and computer-generated products). | bought the book because it
was the only one that specifically addresses the needs of those of us working in the pharmaceutical industry. This book
isamanifesto, or one (aternative) philosophy, for the role of the medical writer in a pharmaceutical company. As
such, its greatest achievement will be to attract people with talent into an occupation that is sorely in need of more and
better writers. If this book stimulates under-graduates or graduates to explore this profession, then it will have made a
significant, contribution to pharmaceutical research.However, this book falls far short of being a practical guide. Itis
not, nor doesit claim to be, a style guide; thisis not adeficiency initself. But to be a practical guide, thereis much
more that it needs to consider: how do medical writers multi-task, and manage their inevitably numerous assignments
all at varying degrees of completion ? What should one look for in word processing software, and is this the same for
everybody ? How can one enhance one's interactions with journal editors ? What are the relevant professional guilds
and associations, and what are their courses and credentials like ? These are afew of the practical things, outside
guestions of style, that medical writers need to work inside the pharmaceutical industry.The document templates
provided (and lauded in the book's advertising) are poor. The regulatory documents should have followed closely the
ICH or FDA guidelines (neither is new). A reprinted, stellar example of a published paper, with some illuminating
commentary, and even some succes!sive stages of drafting, would have been an asset. The initial sections of this book
attempt to teach about the drug development process. Unless this can be done more thoroughly (and preferably by
someone who has actually developed drugs), this description is inadequate to equip amedical writer in a
pharmaceutical company. The descriptions are out of date and garbled in places. There are medical writers who indeed
significantly contribute to drug development in the way that Dr. Bonk envisages, but they know alot more than this
about how new drugs are discovered and approved.Lesser criticisms include the production of this book. At alittle
over 100 loosely worded pagesit is not inexpensive. But its printing is cheap, and the figures were especialy poorly
printed in my copy. The figures, too, were often redundant; for example, the "pyramids’ of the components of a
medical journal manuscript were especially irrelevant.In summary, this book is unique in giving a sound philosophy
for the medical writer in a pharmaceutical company. As apractical guide (its stated claim) it isarea failure. This
reviewer now understands why its plaudits were written by Professors of English in liberal arts schools, and not by
experienced pharmaceutical industry personnel .A.W.Fox, MD, PhD, FFPM5 of 6 people found the following review
helpful. Useful for a newcomer to the clinical trial environmentBy J. LevinsonAs aclinical trials computer
programmer, I'm not the primary target audience for this book. However, as an experienced programming consultant
who was new to clinical studiesin the pharmaceutical industry, | found it gave me a useful overview of the typical
deliverables that my efforts supported. Acronyms that are frequently used in the clinical environment, such as 1B
(Investigator's Brochure) and ISS (Integrated Safety Study) are given some definition and examples are shown. | found
thisinformation valuable in enabling me to feel comfortable with these concepts when they were discussed in
meetings with statisticians and project managers.

A guide through the maze of the pharmaceutical research and development process, Medical Writing in Drug
Development fills agap in the libraries of technical writers, college instructors, and corporate professional's associated
with the pharmaceutical process. Asit discusses critical information, such as strategies and techniques pivotal to
crafting documents for drug development, it also overviews drug research, document types, the roles of professional
writers, and information technology. In no time at all, you will be creating persuasive technical documents, building
complex facts into coherent messages, and contributing to the effective marketing of new products with promotional
pieces that meet legal and ethical standards.Medical Writing in Drug Development hel ps medical writers and
scientific, regulatory, and marketing professionals develop a working knowledge of the technical documents crucial to
successful drug research. New and seasoned professional writers alike will benefit from the book's detailed discussions
of:using abstracts, slides, and posters to present up-to-the-minute researchhow patient-education materials, health-
economic assessments, and electronic journals provide ongoing challenges in medical writinga dossier approach that
expedites regulatory submissions for international drug developmentstructural constraints and rhetorical approaches
toward regulatory documentspresenting intricate information in scientifically unbiased, yet technically convincing
languagethe effects of electronic publishing, computer graphics, and related technology on the practice of medical
writing within pharmaceutical researchPractical as afoundation text for undergraduate, graduate, and certificate
programs in pharmaceutical or medical technical writing, Medical Writing in Drug Development will help you
develop practical strategies for handling journal manuscripts, conference materials, and promotional pieces. No other
text will clarify the main aspects of the pharmaceutical research and development process while offering you insight



on the key issues dominating the healthcare arena.



