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Sidney Harman : Mind Your Own Business: A Maverick's Guide to Business, Leadership and Life  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mind Your Own Business: A 
Maverick's Guide to Business, Leadership and Life: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. mind your own business: really good bookBy David Valkit's a very 
fast and informative read.. helpful to see how sidney harman thinks and how his thoughts might well apply to other 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B000FBJEEM


businessesincluding mine.i really did not know much about harman industries prior to reading the book. yes i knew 
about harman-kardon, etc. but i did not know how hiscompany positioned itself with its customers. i found it 
fascinating how he realized the value of the hi-fidelity industry ahead of the curve and later got car companies to 
recognize the value of integrated digital components as something that auto shoppers would pay a premium.i don't take 
all of this as 'fact' as it is a first-person account is necessarily subjective.. that being said, i highly recommend this 
book about the ways business is done at harman industries.. i also bought this book 'used' at and it came to me in 
wonderful shape.as such, it was a wonderful buy.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. MInd Your Own 
BusinessBy Ramsaran DasaiI read this book on my flight from Phoenix to Maryland(BWI). I have since bought 
several copies and am sharing the contents with my friends and associates. Excellent Man, ideas, thoughts, great 
experince and honesty during turbulent years, yet he is always giving. I am still buying copies to give away.4 of 11 
people found the following review helpful. Interesting and entertaining book by a remarkable manBy MikeRAs an 
audiophile, I am very familiar with the name Sidney Harman. For over 50 years the products made by his company 
have set high standards for innovation, performance and quality. However, until I read this book I knew little of the 
man and people behind Harman International. In his book, Harman details how decades of experience from early 
youth to today led him develop a corporate system of ethics and integrity, lead by a "quintet" of individuals, each of 
them with unique talents and skills. Sidney Harman is one member of the quintet. In this era of corporate misdeeds and 
mistrust, Mind Your Own Business provides an example that you can be very successful in business without losing 
your soul.

ldquo;The maverickrsquo;s way of conducting business forswears the leader as commanding general; it rejects the 
practice of top-down, authoritative command. Rather, it proposes the leader as catalyst, conscience, and inspirer . . . 
The true leader sees his job as setting an environment in which new ideas can emerge that neither he nor any other 
individual anticipated. That leap of imagination, that moment of genuine creativity, can only be inspired by a leader 
who encourages exploration and shows a willingness to consider a totally new approach.rdquo; --from Mind Your 
Own BusinessThe corporate misdeeds of self-serving executives during the high-octane economy of the 1990s have 
forced many people to rethink the qualities that make a strong leader. For sixty years, Sidney Harman, the chairman 
and CEO of the worldrsquo;s premier manufacturer of high-end audio equipment, has stood apart from the crowd, 
building his business the old-fashioned way, by satisfying customers and, in doing so, making a healthy profit. His 
refreshingly employee-centric, bottoms-up approach to business is the secret of Harman Internationalrsquo;s 
continuing success. In Mind Your Own Business, Harman shares his visionary ideas about leadership, providing a 
welcome contrast to the bad behavior of business leaders recently dominating the news. Harman focuses on creating a 
culture of personal responsibility throughout his company. He likens his top management team to a jazz quartet that 
listens to and improvises with one another to create harmony. He stresses the need to do more for workers at every 
level because employees are the companyrsquo;s most valuable asset. At Harman International, he has established in-
house classrooms to teach English, basic math, health, and music, and encourages his employees to pursue their 
potential. Now a hale and healthy eighty-five, Harman thinks that ldquo;an idea a dayrdquo; is more important than 
the proverbial apple and that the key to a long life is a restless curiosity. In the bestselling tradition of Max 
DePreersquo;s Leadership Is an Art, Mind Your Own Business is a frank, no-nonsense guide for those who want to 
bring strength, vitality, and values to their businessesmdash;and to their lives.


