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Jean Strouse: Morgan: American Financier before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised Morgan: American Financier:

10 of 10 people found the following review helpful. J. Pierpont Morgan; And not the man you have been told he
was.By CustomerJean Strouse brings J. Pierpont Morgan alive like few can or have ever really tried to do. Heis not
the person he was made out to be. When he was called upon to take care of business, that is exactly what he did. Asit
was said about him, J.P. Morgan did not have the money every one thought he had, but he controlled the money
everyone thought he had. He was the central bank when the U.S. did not have one. And frankly | think he did afar
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better job than the Central bank we have now. What he tried to do is help to make business run smoothly without
interruption. That my friendsis an almost impossible task. It isagreat read on avery complex man, and also avery
misunderstood man.8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. Thisis the best biography | have read to date
(and | read ...By Kathy MorleyThisisthe best biography | have read to date (and | read non-fiction more than anything
else). You don't have to have afinancial background to understand and enjoy this book. Amazingly well written. The
subject of the book, J.P. Morgan, was a unique, complex and historically significant person and his complexities and
contributions to American society on numerous fronts are beautifully documented in this book.8 of 8 people found the
following review helpful. A nice view of thisimportant historical figure.By Robert V. Rose, retired education
researcherl read several other biographies of J.P. Morgan, and thought | knew just about all | wanted to about
him.Strouse obviously has great fondness for her subject, who has many admirers, and many detractors. (My German-
born grandfather, around 1900, would greet fellow immigrants on his morning trolly ride with a"Wie geht's?* The
answer often would bein English, "To hell with Morgan and Gates". ("bet-a million Gates was a hotorious millionaire
who once offered to bet $1,000,000 on which of two raindrops would reach the bottom of the window pain first).But
Morgan himself apparently always believed his motives to be virtuous rather than greedy.I'm ready to leave it at that.
Strouse certainly certifies many instances of hisimmense public spirit and patriotism.

NATIONAL BESTSELLER A century ago, J. Pierpont Morgan bestrode the financial world like a colossus. The
organizing force behind General Electric, U.S. Steel, and vast railroad empires, he served for decades as America's
unofficial central banker: afew months after he died in 1913, the Federal Reserve replaced the private system he had
devised. An early supporter of Thomas Edison and Andrew Carnegie, the confidant (and rival) of Theodore Roosevelt,
England's Edward VI, and Germany's Kaiser Wilhelm, and the companion of severa fascinating women, Maorgan
shaped hisworld and ours in countless ways. Y et since his death he has remained a mysterious figure, celebrated as a
hero of industrial progress and vilified as a rapacious robber baron.Here for the first timeis the biography Morgan has
long deserved--a magisterial, full-scale portrait of the man without whose dominating will American finance and
culture would be very different from what they are today. In this beautifully crafted account, drawn from more than a
decade's work in newly available archives, the award-winning biographer Jean Strouse animates Morgan's life and
timesto reveal the entirely human character behind the often terrifying

visage.nbsp; nbsp; nbsp; nbsp; nbsp; nbsp; nbsp; nbsp; M organ brings eye-opening perspectives to the role the banker
played in the emerging U.S. economy as he raised capital in Europe, reorganized bankrupt railroads, stabilized markets
intimes of crisis, and set up many of the corporate and financial structures we take for granted. And surprising new
stories introduce usin vivid detail to Morgan's childhood in Hartford and Boston, his schooling in Switzerland and
Germany, the start of his career in New Y ork--as well asto hisrelations with his esteemed and exacting father, with
his adored first and difficult second wives, with his children, partners, business associates, female consorts, and
friends. Morgan had a second major career as a collector of art, stocking Americawith visual and literary treasures of
the past. Called by one contemporary expert "the greatest collector of our time," he spent much of his energy and more
than half of hisfortune on art.nbsp; nbsp; nbsp; nbsp; nbsp; nbsp; Nbsp; nbsp; nbsp; nbsp; nbsp; Nbsp; nbsp; nbsp; Nbsp; nbsp;
Strouse's extraordinary biography gives dramatic new dimension not only to Morgan but to the culture, political
struggles, and social conflicts of America's momentous Gilded Age.NOTE: This edition does not include
photographs.Praise for Morgan nbsp; Idquo;Magnificent . . . the fullest and most revealing look at this remarkable,
complex man that we are likely to get.rdquo;mdash; The Wall Street Journal nbsp; Idquo;A masterpiece. . . No one
else hastold the tale of Pierpont Morgan in the detail, depth, and understanding of Jean Strouse.rdquo;mdash; Robert
Heilbroner, Los Angeles Times Book Review nbsp; Idquo;lt is hard to imagine a biographer coming any closer to
perfection.rdquo;mdash;St. Louis Post-Dispatch nbsp; Idquo;Strouse isin full command of Pierpont Morganrsquo;s
personal life, hisfinancial operations, his collecting, and his benefactions, and presents arich, vivid picture of the
background against which they took place. . . . A magnificent biography.rdquo;mdash; The New Y ork Review of
Books nbsp; Idquo; With uncommon intelligence, maturity, and psychological insight, Morgan: American Financier is
that rare masterpi



