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Francis Fukuyama : Nation-Building (Forum on Constructive Capitalism) before purchasing it in order to gage
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Nation-Building (Forum on Constructive Capitalism):

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Welcome addition to the literature on nation-buildingBy Steven
PetersonThisis an excellent edited volume. The well known conservative theorist, Francis Fukuyama, has pulled
together awell integrated set of essays in nation-building, featuring detailed analyses of Iraq and Afghanistan. One
positive aspect of this volumeis the outstanding quality of contributors, including such well-known experts as Larry
Diamond, James Dobbins, and Marvin Weinbaum, as well as, of course, Fukuyama himself. The editor has written


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B003OBY6AW

two earlier works related to nation-building. This builds upon that previous work.Fukuyama's introductory chapter lays
out key concepts as well as the purpose of this volume. Asin earlier works, he explains the dipperiness of the concept
of "nation-building." He goes on to distinguish two aspects of this phenomenon, "reconstruction” (". . .the restoration
of war-torn or damaged societies to their preconflict situation" [Page 5]) and "development™ (*. . .the creation of new
institutions and the promotion of sustained economic growth. . . ." [page 5]). He laments the loss of American
institutional memory on nation-building, noting that the Bush Administration essentially ignored the lessons from
history as to how to carry out "nation-building.” At the heart of this volume is a comparative case study of Iraq versus
Afghanistan, and Fukuyama takes some time to distinguish these two interventions. The first full section of the book
examines the historical experience of and lessons from nation-building. The various authors consider post World War-
Il nation-building, the Ford Foundation's experience of the 1950s and 1960s, the American track record in the 20th
century. Part 11 focuses on the Afghan experience of the United States. Starr's chapter suggests some potential "happy
ending," asaresult of the U. S. changing course in 2003 and 2004. He concludes that (page 124): "As of thiswriting,
there is extensive evidence that the new approach is contributing directly and powerfully to nation-building in that
long-suffering land.” Weinbaum suggests that Afghanistan may actually be more likely to be a success story than Irag,
and indicates why. Goodson contends that the facts "on the ground" in Afghanistan may work out--but that the facts on
the ground in Washington, D. C. undercut effortsin Afghanistan Iraq? Part |1 features essays exploring matters there.
Larry Diamond's assessment is consistent with many others--the US blew the nation-building after the successful
military invasion, even though thereis still the hope that matters will work out. Forman notes simply that (page 211):
". . .the mistakes made in the occupation of Iraq have made. . .the postconflict reconstruction program more

difficult." Fukuyama concludes the volume with suggested guidelines for future nation-building ventures.In the final
analysis, thisis an important contribution to the relevant literature. One may not agree with al of the contributors or
with various themes rai sed throughout the volume. But it is a thoughtful effort to address what is at stake in successful
nation-building.6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. contributions to a vastly urgent subjectBy Lee
L.After watching events in Afghanistan and Iraq unfold over the past several years, you can't help but wonder exactly
what the U.S. government was thinking. How could so many mistakes have been made? If you find yourself asking
these questions, then Nation-Building should be the next book you read.Fukuyama has put together a very good
collection of articlesthat will help the reader put current nation-building projectsin perspective by including a section
at the beginning of the book that talks about nation-building in general. This section discusses what the U.S. has
learned from its past foreign adventures, and unfortunately what it hasn't learned, and also what the Bush
administration actively unlearned. Thisfirst section has alot to offer in the way of historical analysis and explains how
the U.S. got to where it is now, and all four of the articles contributed important perspectives.The second section deals
with Afghanistan. The imbalance of coverage between Iraq and Afghanistan in a more general senseis amost
criminal, so any literature on the latter should be welcome. The first article by S. Frederick Starr is fantastic and will
probably tell you more about Afghanistan than ayear of reading the newspapers or watching relevent news shows.
The other two articles on Afghanistan are not nearly as good as Starr's though. The content in these articles are
important, but | felt Starr dealt approached them with more care and precision.The final section about Iraq is also quite
good. The chapters by Diamond and Dobbins are fantastic, but the Forman article did not compare. All three dealt with
specific mistakes the U.S. has made in Irag and how these mistakes could have been avoided. | believe Forman's
weakness comes from the fact that she appears to be more of aLatin American speciaist, rather than someone with
experiencein Irag. That doesn't mean her comments aren't relevant, but when you're only going to put three articles
about Irag in abook called Nation-Building, | think a chapter by someone like Noah Feldman that had spent time as a
CPA advisor would have been a much more appropriate choice.Aside from these few minor weaknesses, thisisa
fantastic book. The more people that read this book the better. While not necessarily a book for beginners, it would be
entirely appropriate for grad students, and an absolute necessity for any scholar that deals with the Middle East and/or
nation-building in general .7 of 8 people found the following review helpful. A sober testimony and very highly
recommendedBy Midwest Book ReviewNation-Building: Beyond Afghanistan And Irag is an anthology of essays by
highly esteemed academics, political analysts, and skilled practitioners regarding the American experience with nation-
building, from historical roots to modern-day issues. Examining the present cases of building Afghanistan and Iraq
into nations in the context of reconstruction effortsin other areas of the world, including Japan, Latin America, and the
Balkans, these writings particularly question the Coalition Provisional Authority in Irag as an example of poor
planning. A valuable resource filled with critical reflection and evaluation and offering valuabl e suggestions to reduce
future mistakes and costs in human lives, Nation-Building is a sober testimony and very highly recommended.

Bestselling author Francis Fukuyama brings together esteemed academics, political analysts, and practitioners to
reflect on the U.S. experience with nation-building, from its historical underpinnings to its modern-day consequences.
The United States has sought on repeated occasions to reconstruct states damaged by conflict, from Reconstruction in
the South after the Civil War to Japan and Germany after World War |1, to the ongoing rebuilding of Irag. Despite this
rich experience, there has been remarkably little systematic effort to learn lessons on how outside powers can assist in



the building of strong and self-sufficient states in post-conflict situations. The contributors dissect mistakes, false
starts, and lessons learned from the cases of Afghanistan and Irag within the broader context of reconstruction efforts
in other parts of the world, including Latin America, Japan, and the Balkans. Examining the contrasting modelsin
Afghanistan and Irag, they highlight the Coalition Provisional Authority in Irag as a cautionary example of inadequate
planning. The need for post-conflict reconstruction will not cease with the end of the Afghanistan and Iraq missions.
Thistimely volume offers the critical reflection and eval uation necessary to avoid repeating costly mistakesin the
future. Contributors: Larry Diamond, Hoover Institution and Stanford University; James Dobbins, RAND; David
Ekbladh, American University; Michegrave;le A. Flournoy, Center for Strategic and International Studies; Francis
Fukuyama, Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies, Johns Hopkins University; Larry P. Goodson,
U.S. Army War College; Johanna Mendel son Forman, UN Foundation; Minxin Pei, Samia Amin, and Seth Garz,
Carnegie Endowment for International Peace; S. Frederick Starr, Central Asia--Caucacus Institute at Johns Hopkins
School of Advanced International Studies; F. X. Sutton, Ford Foundation Emeritus, Marvin G. Weinbaum, University
of lllinois at Urbana--Champaign.

A valuable resource filled with critical reflection and evaluation and offering valuable suggestions to reduce future
mistakes... a sober testimony and very highly recommended. (Bookwatch 2006)This is an important collection, indeed,
offering a clear analysis of the lessons of the past, mistakes made in the present, and humane yet pragmatic
recommendations for the future. (Fatima RajaMcGill International )A significant contribution to the very young
literature about America's experience in nation-building. (Benjamin Zyla Canadian Army Journal )About the
AuthorFrancis Fukuyamais the Bernard L. Schwartz Professor of International Political Economy at the Paul H. Nitze
School of Advanced International Studies of the Johns Hopkins University. He is the author of The End of History and
the Last Man (1992) and State-Building: Governance and World Order in the 21st Century (2004). Dr. Fukuyamais
director of SAISs International Development Program, member of the Board of Directors of the National Endowment
for Democracy (NED), and chairman of the editorial board of The American Interest. (2006)



