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David Lewis, Nazneen Kanji : Non-Governmental Organizations and Development (Routledge Perspectives on 
Development)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Non-
Governmental Organizations and Development (Routledge Perspectives on Development): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. I have looked long and far for a better survey book on the nature of 
NGOs that do ...By Ralph BrowerAs a previous reviewer noted, there are few presentations of numbers as data, and 
some mission areas are not emphasized. That being said, I have looked long and far for a better survey book on the 
nature of NGOs that do international development and the cross-cutting sets of issues that they confront -- and create. 
There is not a better book available on this topic. This subject matter covers a broad terrain; a lot of work goes into 
assembling all this into a survey text. In terms of the breadth and thoroughness of coverage, these authors have done a 
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good job. Although the authors are well anchored in academic contexts, they also write from strong credentials in the 
field. This is not "made up" stuff from the towers of academe.Readers should note that David Lewis has authored a 
separate book that focuses more specifically on managing NGOs. The present book is essentially a survey book about 
NGOs -- describing them and the contexts in which they operate -- rather than on how to manage them.The only nudge 
I might give the authors is to update the book. A number of changes have occurred since 2009. I would gladly 
purchase an updated version.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent book on NGOs!By Cathy M 
ElliottExcellent. Well written, informative and compelling!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Partial 
coverage of an under-covered topic.By steveFairly broad review, but also fairly academic. It details certain kinds of 
NGO activity (e.g. health and humanitarian), but doesn't cover some important cross-cutting NGO's (i.e. those at play 
across many sectors such as environmental). At times it seems to avoid any objective measures or data in favor of 
word-smithed description.

Non-governmental organizations (NGOs) are high profile actors in the field of international development, both as 
providers of services to vulnerable individuals and communities and as campaigning policy advocates. This book 
provides a critical introduction to the wide-ranging topic of NGOs and development. Written by two authors with 
more thannbsp;twenty years experience of research and practice in the field, the book combines a critical overview of 
the main research literature with a set of up-to-date theoretical and practical insights drawn from experience in Asia, 
Europe, Africa and elsewhere. It highlights the importance of NGOs in development, but it also engages fully with the 
criticisms that the increased profile of NGOs in development now attracts. Non-Governmental Organizations and 
Development begins with a discussion of the wide diversity of NGOs and their roles, and locates their recent rise to 
prominence within broader histories of struggle as well as within the ideological context of neo-liberalism. It then 
moves on to analyze how interest in NGOs has both reflected and informed wider theoretical trends and debates within 
development studies, before analyzing NGOs and their practices, using a broad range of short case studies of 
successful and unsuccessful interventions. David Lewis and Nazneen Kanji then moves on to describe the ways in 
which NGOs are increasingly important in relation to ideas and debates about lsquo;civil societyrsquo;, globalization 
and the changing ideas and practices of international aid. The book argues that NGOs are now central to development 
theory and practice and are likely to remain important actors in development in the years to come. In order to 
appreciate the issues raised by their increasing diversity and complexity, the authors conclude that it is necessary to 
deploy a historically and theoretically informed perspective.This critical overview will be useful to students of 
development studies at undergraduate and masters levels, as well as to more general readers and practitioners. The 
format of the book includes figures, photographs and case studies as well as reader material in the form of summary 
points and questions. Despite the growing importance of the topic, no single short, up-to-date book exists that sets out 
the main issues in the form of a clearly written, academically-informed text: until now.

"Lewis Kanji have given us the most comprehensive overview of the work of development NGOs produced to date 
and this book contains more practical insights into the activities of development NGOs than available in any other 
single text. Wonderfully sensitive to the diversity of NGOs, the book is full of nuanced summaries and perceptive 
insights. It should become required readingnbsp;for every development NGO from the Chief Executive down to the 
newest 
intern."nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp; 
Dr Gerard Clarke, Swansea University, UK "This essential introduction to NGOs will be of interest to both students 
and practitioners. The authors provide an accessible and scholarly account of what remains one of the most significant 
development phenomena of recent 
decades."nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp;nbsp; 
Diana Mitlin, University of Manchester, UKAbout the AuthorDavid Lewis teaches in the Department of Social policy 
at the London School of Economics, where he has specialised in development policy issues in South Asia, with a 
particular focus on Bangladesh. An anthropologist by background, he is co-author with Katy Gardner of 
Anthropology, Development and the Postmodern Challenge (Pluto, 1996), and author of The Management of Non-
Governmental Development Organizations (Routledge, 2007). Nazneen Kanji is director of a research programme on 
lsquo;quality of lifersquo; at the Aga Khan Development Network. She has specialised in gender, livelihoods and 
social policy, with extensive policy research, consultancy and field experience in Africa and Asia.nbsp;She is the 
author of Cashing in on Cashew Nuts: Women Producers and Factory Workers in Mozambique in M. Carr (ed) Chains 
of Fortune: Linking Women Producers and Workers with Global Markets (Commonwealth Secretariat, London. 2004) 
and co-editor of Poverty Reduction: What role for the State in Todayrsquo;s Globalised Economy? (Zed Press, 2001) 


