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Pap A. Ndiaye : Nylon and Bombs: DuPont and the March of Modern America (Studies in Industry and 
Society)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Nylon and 
Bombs: DuPont and the March of Modern America (Studies in Industry and Society): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy ScottGreat science-writing mixed with surprisingly-
relevant and vivid social history.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Chemical Engineers Pay Attention! 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B0077KY1VA


( especially academics)By CustomerIncredible read. Every chemical engineer should have a copy of this book in their 
library for ready reference. An incredible tapestry, weaving together the history of chemical engineering, the 
maturation of DuPont in the 20th century and the relevant social and technical history of the nuclear era. Written by a 
French professor of American History and translated eloquently into English. Riveting from the first page to the last. ( 
Thank you Wendy Young for sending me, via , this book!)

What do nylon stockings and atomic bombs have in common? DuPont. The chemical firm of DuPont de Nemours 
pioneered the development of both nylon and plutonium, playing an important role in the rise of mass consumption 
and the emergence of the notorious "military-industrial complex." In this fascinating account of the lives and careers 
of Du Pontrsquo;s chemical engineers, Pap A. Ndiaye deftly illustrates the contribution of industry to the genesis of a 
dominant postndash;World War II "American model" connecting prosperity with security.The consumer and military 
dimensions of twentieth-century American history are often studied separately. Ndiaye reunites them by examining Du 
Pont's development of nylon, which symbolized a new way of life, and plutonium, which was synonymous with 
annihilation. Reflecting on the experiences and contributions of the company's engineers and physicists, Ndiaye traces 
Du Pont's transformation into one of the corporate models of American success. 

"Fresh because of its innovative approach to the history of DuPont... Stimulating book." (Terrence J. Gough Journal of 
Military History)"The reader who is well versed in the field will... gain insight into the significant contributions made 
by chemical engineers and into the interaction between technological developments and broad social, cultural, and 
political changes." (Christiane Diehl Taylor Register of the Kentucky Historical Society)" Nylon and Bombs will no 
doubt be put to great use in the emerging field of engineering studies." (Jody Roberts Technology and Culture)"A 
major contribution to both the history of technology and business history. It contributes to our understanding of the 
development of the professional, managerial class, one of the key aspects of the emergence of the middle class in 
twentieth-century America. A highly original work." (William H. Becker, George Washington University)"A very 
important book that ought to be read by all chemical engineers who seek a broad understanding of the history of their 
profession." (Robert W. Seidel Bulletin for the History of Chemistry)"Ndiaye makes a worthwhile contribution to the 
literature and opens up many questions with which specialists will want to engage." (Jeff Hughes Isis)About the 
AuthorPap A. Ndiaye is an associate professor of U.S. history at the Eacute;cole des Hautes Eacute;tudes en Sciences 
Sociales, Paris. 


