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Derek Viner : Occupational Risk Control: Predicting and Preventing the Unwanted  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Occupational Risk Control: Predicting and 
Preventing the Unwanted: 

In Occupational Risk Control, Derek Viner brings together the theoretical aspects of his subject into a coherent whole 
and then connects them with the needs both of practitioners and educators. The theory embraced by the author spans 
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ideas formed between the industrial revolution and the present day, but he focuses on relatively more recent theoretical 
developments chiefly associated with people-orientated approaches in the discipline of psychology applied to 
management practice and in the application of analytical ideas to engineering design. The author looks specifically at 
developments in defence and petro-chemical systems and also considers the whole theory of risk that originated in the 
1970s with the advent of nuclear power stations, but which he argues has advanced little since that time. He also 
introduces the geological and botanical sciences, on the grounds that they contribute much to our understanding of 
how to set about classifying phenomena. To this mix, is added the contribution of law to our understanding of moral 
obligations and that of statistics to our understanding of the management of uncertainty. Viner argues that amongst the 
observable consequences of the absence of a holistic approach, is the tendency for regulators to form (misinformed) 
theory on which to base legislation and the prevalence of commercial systems leading to disparate efforts by different 
industries. The net effect of all this, he suggests, is seen in the disasters of the magnitude of the Gulf of Mexico 
explosion and oil spill.


