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Frederick Lewis Allen : Only Yesterday: An Informal History of the 1920s  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Only Yesterday: An Informal History of the 1920s: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Riveting History BookBy John R.Allen transported me back to the 
time of the 1920s. Part of what makes the book so good is that Allen had actually just lived through that decade. He 
also was able to express in a very readable style the drastic changes taking place in America.1 of 1 people found the 
following review helpful. Living historyBy Steve BateThis history of the'20s in America gives a good feel for what it 
would have been like to live through. Brought history to life.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00VH7BEFA


AuthenticityBy GretchenI believe we should read history, if for no other reason than to have some perspective on 
current events. It's a lot easier when the history is a blend of big picture and daily life: this is a great example.

A history of roaring prosperitymdash;and economic cataclysm: ldquo;The one account of America in the 1920s 
against which all others must be measuredrdquo; (The Washington Post). Beginning November 11, 1918, when 
President Woodrow Wilson declared the end of World War I in a letter to the American public, and continuing through 
his defeat, Prohibition, the Big Red Scare, the rise of womenrsquo;s hemlines, and the stock market crash of 1929, 
Only Yesterday, published just two years after the crash, chronicles a decade like no other. Allen, who witnessed 
firsthand the events he describes, immerses you in the era of flappers, speakeasies, and early radio, making you feel 
like part of history as it unfolds. This bestselling, enduring account brings to life towering historical figures including 
J. Pierpont Morgan, Henry Ford, Sigmund Freud, Albert Einstein, Al Capone, Babe Ruth, and Jack Dempsey. Allen 
provides insightful, in-depth analyses of President Warren G. Hardingrsquo;s oil scandal, the growth of the auto 
industry, the decline of the family farm, and the long bull market of the late twenties. Peppering his narrative with 
actual stock quotes and breaking financial news, Allen tracks the major economic trends of the decade and explores 
the underlying causes of the crash. From the trial of Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti to the inventions, crazes, 
and revolutions of the day, this timeless work will continue to be savored for generations to come. nbsp;

"A perfectly grand piece of historical record and synthetic journalism." -- Chicago Daily TribuneFrom the Back 
CoverOnly Yesterday deals with that delightful decade from the Armistice in November 1918 to the panic and 
depression of 1929-30. Here is the story of Woodrow Wilson's defeat, the Harding scandals, the Coolidge prosperity, 
the revolution in manners and morals, the bull market and its smash-up. Allen's lively narrative brings back an endless 
variety of half-forgotten events, fashions, crazes, and absurdities. Deftly written, with a humorous touch, Only 
Yesterday traces, beneath the excitements of day-to-day life in the 20s, those currents in national life and thought 
which are the essence of true history.About the AuthorFrederick Lewis Allen was born in Boston in 1890 and 
graduated from Harvard in 1912. He served on the editorial staffs of the Atlantic Monthly and Century magazines and 
was editor in chief of Harper's magazine from 1941 until his death in 1954 


