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Jr., James E. Fell : Ores to Metals: The Rocky Mountain Smelting Industry (Timberline Books)  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Ores to Metals: The Rocky 
Mountain Smelting Industry (Timberline Books): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Wild RideBy CustomerI have a great love of Colorado mining 
history, and since I was a teenager, I've read book after book on the subject. Yet not until I read _Ores to Metals_ did I 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B01DTLX9NG


understand the subject so well. Who would have thought that the story of smelting would outshine the story of gold 
and silver mining? We would have precious little Western mining without smelting. In this fast-paced, intelligent 
book, James Fell mixes adventure, speculation, riches, heartbreak, cutthroat business, labor unrest, and chemistry into 
a wild tour of America's past and future. This book is a must for anyone looking for a good read. But it is especially 
important for scholars of American history, economics, and mining. You'll forget you are studying and get lost in the 
ride.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great history of Colorado smelting industry and the impact to 
towns like Denver and PuebloBy Kanga_roo78Very well written book on a topic where very little has been written. I 
never realized the profound impact these facilities had on the towns of Denver, Pueblo, Leadville and Durango. Highly 
recommend this book...0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy clio museThis is a well 
researched, in depth insight to Colorado mining. it is a valuable historical book.

This comprehensive treatment of the smelting industry of Colorado, originally published in 1979, is now back in print 
with a new preface by the author. Packed with fascinating statistics and mining data, Ores to Metals details the people, 
technologies, and business decisions that have shaped the smelting industry in the Rockies.Although mining holds 
more of the glamour for those in and interested in the minerals industry, smelters have continuously played a critical 
role in the industryrsquo;s evolution since their introduction in Colorado in the 1860s. At that time, miners desperately 
needed new technology to recover gold and silver from ores resistant to milling. Beginning as small independent 
enterprises, progressing to larger integrated firms working in urban centers, and finally following a trend toward 
mergers, the entire industry was absorbed into one large holding companymdash;the American Smelting and Refining 
Company. Over time, fortunes were won and lost, business success was converted to political success, and advances 
were made in science and metallurgy. Drawing on archival material, Fell expertly presents the triumphs and troubles 
of the entrepreneurs who built one of the great industries of the West.

"Ores to Metals is a book that belongs on the shelf of all readers who want to understand how Colorado matured so 
rapidly from rambunctious youth to conventional adulthood." -Virginia McConnell Simmons, Colorado Central 
Magazine 


