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Thisisthe first collection of dramatic, first-person accounts of commercial fishing written by the men and women who
work in the nation's most dangerous occupation. Nineteen diverse fisher-writers, from the famous to the unknown,
take the reader swordfish harpooning on the Georges Banks, winter crabbing in the Bering Sea, sea-urchin diving off
Maine, herring fishing in Alaska, shark-harpooning off Scotland and points between. Together, they plumb the
extremes of living, working, and sometimes dying at sea, creating the most intensely personal portrait of fishing and
fishermen to date. The best writing on commercial fishing is gathered here, blending the voices of such well-known
writers as Peter Mathiessen, Gavin Maxwell, Linda Greenlaw, Spike Walker, and John Cole, together with
experienced and emerging writers, many of whom have spent much of their lives on the water. With itslayers and rich
textures, this collection will have strong, enduring appeal to loves of nonfiction.Contributors:Marie BeaverJohn
ColeMichael CrowleyWendy ErdLedlie Leyland FieldsRobert FritcheyJoel GayLinda GreenlawSeth HarknessNancy
LordPeter MathiessenGavin MaxwelIWilliam McCloskeyPaul MolyneauxDebra NielsenToby SullivanMartha
SutroJoe UptonSpike Walker

Idguo;Ocean fishing is inherently dangerous, as the oceans themselves are changeable and often threatening. Each
account conveys this danger to the reader but at the same time expresses the writer's respect and love for the ocean.
The collection is pulled together by Fields's insightful introduction. While not a sports book exactly, this collection
will be of interest to people who fish aswell as to those who enjoy stories of adventure at sea.rdquo; ?Library
Journalldquo; The writing here is always thoughtful, always attentive, and shorn of the trimmings.rdquo; ?Kirkus
sldquo;For readersinterested in that topic, especially those who liked The Perfect Storm, it is sure to satisfy.rdquo;
?BooklistAbout the AuthorSince 1978, Leslie Leyland Fields has followed the schools of ready-to-spawn fish out to a
remote island where she and her husband fish commercialy for salmon. With five children, ranging in ages from
thirteen to six months, the island now has a population of seven. Her essays have recently appeared in The Atlantic,
Orion, The Christian Science Monitor, Experiencing Nature: A Creative Nonfiction Reader, The Best of Oregon
Quarterly, and others. She is the recent winner of the Virginia Faulkner award for excellence in writing.



