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Knut Borchardt : Perspectives on Modern German Economic History and Policy  before purchasing it in order to 
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Perspectives on Modern German Economic History 
and Policy: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Advanced, but a great reference, and an interesting perspectiveBy K. 
PidhaynyI have recently become an economics junky no thanks to NPRs Planet Money podcast. Having taken a few 
collegiate economics courses last year, I thought I could tackle this book. It was purchased for a book review project 
and reference for a history class. This is a relatively high level read, and you absolutely need to have a well rounded 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B01CEKPLWU


working knowledge of economics. If so: this is a great read with some excellent points, and the parallels of 19th 
century German economics to the current trends and effects of the 2008-9 recession are very intriguing.

This collection of essays covers themes central to German economic history while considering their interaction with 
other historical phenomena. Among the essays Borchardt considers Germany's late start as an industrial nation, the 
West-East developmental gradient, key patterns of long-term economic development, and unusual changes in the 
phenomena of business cycles. The collection also contains the essays which have become the subject of so-called 
'Borchardt controversies', in which hypotheses are presented on the economic causes of the collapse of the 
parliamentary regime by 1929ndash;30, at the very end of the 'crisis before the crisis'. He also explains why there were 
no alternatives to the economic policies of the slump, and in particular why there was no 'miracle weapon' against 
Hitler's seizure of power. These are among the most original and stimulating contributions of recent years to the 
economic history of modern Germany and will be of interest to anyone who ponders deeply the meaning of history.

"...a collection of illuminating, crisply written and pugnacious essays on the economic history of nineteenth and 
twentieth-century Germany, thematically united in that they rest on the application to specific situations of long-run 
perspectives. They have become 'classic' articles in that they have opened up major new areas of investigation." Harold 
James, Princeton University"...this collection of essays is informed, controversial, and thorough. Its failings in terms of 
clear statistical presentations and modelling should not detract from its usefulness as an introduction to a fascinating 
literature. It could certainly serve as supplementary reading for a modern European Economic History course." 
Douglas Fisher, Southern Economic Journal"...this collection of stimulating and lively written essays provides the 
reader with a wide range of insights into modern German economic history. It will prove to be a valuable resource for 
both historians and economists." Journal of Comparative Economics"This anthology does much to increase our 
knowledge of twentieth-century Europe." John Komlos, Journal of Modern HistoryLanguage NotesText: English 
(translation) Original Language: GermanFrom the Back CoverThis is a translated collection of essays by a leading 
German economic historian on nineteenth and twentieth century Germany up to recent times. Though the articles were 
published originally in a variety of places, the issues dealt with are connected: economic growth, fluctuations, 
structural change, changes in socio-economic institutions and in the economic system as a whole, all in interaction 
with other historical phenomena. 


