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Deepak Lal : Poverty and Progress. Realitiesand Myths about Global Poverty before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Poverty and Progress: Realities and Myths about
Global Poverty:

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Superb look at economic history.By Johnny Rizal've enjoyed other
books by Professor Lal, most notably |dquo;Reviving the Invisible Hand.rdquo; This book sweepsthem all up into a
coherent and seeping look at economic history.ldquo;At the start of my seventh decade, as| ook back over the past 50
years, during which | have studied, engaged in various debates, and traveled in the Third World, | am amazed at the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00CMSDU4Q

transformations that have lifted billions out of poverty. One of the saddening experiencesin writing this book, and of
reading what younger scholars have written during the last 20 years, isthe realization that many of them have little
sense of this amazing achievement or its causes.rdquo; Though datafilled, Lal also includes keen insights into what
worked, what did not, and an optimistic view forward."This cultural divergence, as| argued in Unintended
Conseguences and which was summarized in Part 1, was due in part to the family revolution of Gregory the Great in
the sixth century in the West. This gave rise to the individualism that led to the Renaissance and the scientific
revolution, but also to the rise of nuclear families and the creation of statist safety nets for the poor, replacing the
communal ones provided in the past and which continued in the other Eurasian civilizations-- including China. It was
not the welfare states, which were a necessary consequence of its newfound individualism, that led to the rise of the
West, but the sheer escape from tradition in art and science that individualism promoted."An entertaining and
informative read ndash; five stars.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Hard to readBy Dr. JohnGreat
economics but almost unreadable! | wonder if his terminolgy is understood even by other economistsl of 1 people
found the following review helpful. Eneggy policy Vs. World's poorBy Rafique AhmedThis book providesinsight in
to the debate between development, progress, climate change, and the forgotten poverty. The developed world is
pushing the agenda to reduce energy consimption, which will cause even more hardship to the world's poor.

In his new book, Poverty and Progress. Realities and Myths about Global Poverty, renowned development economist
Deepak Lal draws on 50 years of experience around the globe to describe devel oping-country realities and rectify
misguided notions about economic progress. Unique among books that have emerged in recent years on world
poverty, Poverty and Progress directly confrontsintellectual fads of the West and dismantles a wide range of myths
that have obscured an astounding achievement: the unprecedented spread of economic progress around the world that
is eliminating the scourge of mass poverty.

About the AuthorDeepak Lal isthe James S. Coleman Professor Emeritus of International Development Studies at the
University of California, at Los Angeles; professor emeritus of political economy at University College London; and a
senior fellow at the Cato Institute.



